
1

European Cancer Inequalities Registry

Agnieszka Kinsner-Ovaskainen

Event: “Treating cancer: the EU's commitment to tackling cancer inequalities” 

Rome, 28 October 2024



2

Joint Research Centre (JRC)

• European Commission 

• Supports EU policies with 

scientific evidence

• Independent from any 

economic interest

• 2800 staff > 75% scientists
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Knowledge Centre on Cancer

• Flagship initiative of the 

Europe’s Beating Cancer 

Plan

• Fosters independent 

scientific alignment, 

coordination and support 

to EC cancer-related 

policies and activities 

• Launched in 2021 
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Flagship 9 of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan

European Cancer Inequalities Registry (ECIR)

“will identify trends, disparities and 

inequalities between Member States and 

regions. Alongside regular qualitative 

assessments of the country-specific 

situation, the Registry will identify 

challenges and specific areas of action 

to guide investment and interventions at 

EU, national and regional level under 

Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan.”Launched on 2 February 2022
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https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu 

Cancer Inequalities Factsheets: data not meeting the criteria to be 

included in the data tool topic of interest and/or highlight topic of interest

The ECIR website

News: Highlight topics of interest

Data tool: explore / compare indicators by 8 inequality dimensions

Country Cancer Profiles: trends and inequalities for each country 

EU27, Norway and Iceland 

Overarching analytical Report: compare inequalities policies and 

actions across countries

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
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The ECIR Data Tool: Roadmap and Annex

The ECIR Data Tool Roadmap

• Background 

• Data Sources

• Data Quality criteria

• Data presentation

• Annex: Indicators which will be included and date of inclusion

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/roadmap 

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/roadmap
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The ECIR Data Tool: Quality criteria

The ECIR Data Tool Quality criteria: 

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/roadmap 

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/roadmap
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The ECIR Data Tool: Level 1- Dimensions

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu 

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
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The ECIR Data Tool: Level 2- Indicators

Groups of indicators:

• Cancer burden

• Prevention

• Early detection

• Diagnosis and treatment

• Quality of life

• Environmental indicators

• Childhood cancer

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu 

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
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The ECIR Data Tool: Level 2- Indicators
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The ECIR Data Tool: data presentation

• Print

• Download: 

• picture 

• pdf 

• csv, xls
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Example: smoking by income

5 categories: very low / low / middle / high / very high income 
(= quintile groups of equivalised income) 
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Example: smoking by income

• The indicator: proportion of people who smoke (manufactured and hand-rolled) cigarettes daily

• Smoking: biggest preventable risk factor for cancer, causing at least 15 different cancer types. 

• Number of cigarettes a day and the lifetime duration of smoking increase cancer risk
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Cancer Inequalities Factsheets

The factsheets provide a unique view on specific cancer-

related inequalities in the European Union:

• Socioeconomic inequalities in cancer mortality

• Liver cancer inequalities in Europe and the role of viral 

hepatitis

• Colorectal and breast cancer screening in Europe

• Childhood cancers

• Effect of environmental factors on cancer in Europe

The factsheets provide a unique view on specific cancer-

related inequalities in the European Union:

• Socioeconomic inequalities in cancer mortality

• Liver cancer inequalities in Europe and the role of viral 

hepatitis

• Colorectal and breast cancer screening in Europe

• Childhood cancers

• Effect of environmental factors on cancer in Europe
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Future ECIR developments

• Continue expanding the data tool with new indicators

• Publication of the Country Cancer profiles February 2025, with 

companion report and performance indicators

• Data collection studies:

• access to cancer care for vulnerable groups and people with 

disabilities

• quality of life study
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New ECIR Data Tool Roadmap

New Roadmap and Annex 2024-2025 will 

publish 52 new indicators including:

• Cancer prevalence

• Mortality by NUTS2

• Reimbursement / coverage of cancer 

medicines

• Implementation of tobacco policies and 

additional breakdowns for risk factor 

indicators 

• Coverage of cancer registries
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EC Initiatives on Cancer

• Council Recommendation for national population-

based screening programmes for breast, colorectal 

and cervical cancer, updated in Dec. 2022 to include 

gastric, lung, prostate cancer

• European Parliament and Council asked the 

Commission to develop new guidelines based on 

scientific evidence and quality assurance 

schemes for screening and care

• To address major discrepancies in the quality of care 

and access to care across EU  

     –educing inequalities 
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EC Initiatives on Cancer

Visit the website



19

Thank you

© European Union, 2024

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the 

EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Follow the EU Science Hub in Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube and Instagram.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/index_en
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