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Why Water4All ? Life on Earth

Ecosystems

Human activities

Water, a 
major 
issue for

* Figures: UN 2023, IPCC 2023

+55%

Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC 

60% EU surface water bodies in poor status

30% EU groundwater bodies in poor status

Droughts
Floods
Pollution

Increase damage on water resource
• 90%  disasters worldwide are water-related (IPCC)
• Drought in Europe 2022: 19% of normal annual 

rainfall on 50% of the territory (Europe) (impact on 
soil, ecosystems, biodiversity…)

Climate 
change 
effects

Spain: - 65%  
Malta: - 54%

Global water 
demand 

(2015-2050)

Freshwater/EU 
inhab. (over 20 

years)

Drought in Europe – August 2022
JRC Global Drought Observatory (GDO) of the Copernicus Emergency Management Service 
(CEMS) – 22/08/2022



Why Water4All ? 
▪ A lot has already been done (decades of EU, national, local water research)

→With Horizon Europe: to give a fresh boost to the European Research, Development and innovation for water 

→CO FUNDED PARTNERSHIP

▪  New « Horizon Europe» framework programme → 49 thematic priorities for European Research (co-funded 
partnerships)

Partnerships
Pillar II, Cluster 6 

A “new” way of supporting Research
- Gathering our funds 
- Cross-sectoral approaches (researchers, policy 

makers, citizens, economic actors)
- Continuum development to the transfer and practice 

to the actors from knowledge 
- Accelerating the impact of Research on water 

management (EU, SDGs objectives, WFD and others 
EU regulations and laws …)



Research ministries  
funding agencies

35
15

Sectorial 
ministries / 
agencies

24 Research 
performing 
organisations

3

EU networks
3

Local 
authorities

10
national / regional 
networks –
economic actors

Water4All consortium 

90
partners

23 EU Member States
10 non EU countries

Phase 1: 86M€, 26M€ from the EC
Phase 2 : from June 2024: 103 M€, 31M€ from 
the EC

For the decade : 420 M€ expected  (126 M€ 
from EU)

33 countries

Budget

Partners

Start: June 2022



Science and 
knowledge to 
support SDGs 
and water 
management

Water4All and the SDGs
After UN Water Conference 2023 

2 31 4 5 6

Key Messages

International 
cooperation as 
a key 
component, 
including joint 
efforts from 
funding 
schemes

Partnerships 
(scientists, 
funders, policy 
makers, 
economic 
actors, 
citizens…) 

Nature 
Restoration 
and Nature 
Based 
Solutions

Open Science, 
Open Data as 
a drive of 
innovative 
solutions

Better involve 
Young 
Generation 
(scientists, 
citizens, 
entrepreneurs)



Water4All holistic approach & objectives Four Specific 
Objectives 



Water4All activities

AEI- Spain 

FORMAS - Sweden
ISPRA - Italy 

ANR - France

WATER EUROPE -
Belgium

CNR - Italy 
VITO - Belgium 



7 core themes 
25 sub-themes

- Research gaps ---
Policy needs

Strategic Research Innovation Agenda & RDI themes

After a large 
consultation process

Revision: 2025

2nd consultative workshop, 
Digital tools and AI

Lisbon, 3-4 June 2024

Upcoming working groups 
(experts, stakeholders…)

https://shorturl.at/qCLn7

Still open



Aligning water 
research, funding
& application of 

innovative 
solutions

Participants of the workshop: Alignment with national and local water-related programs



Echo on social media

Aligning water research, funding & application of innovative solutions



“Management of water resources: 
resilience, adaptation and mitigation 
to hydroclimatic extreme events and 
management tools”

2022
27 projects
27 M€

2023
23 projects
34 M€ 

(6 M€ EC)

“Aquatic Ecosystem Services”
(59 pre-proposals in step 2)
Knowledge Hub, early carrier researcher

“Water for Circular Economy”
(pre-announcement: July. Open: Sept.)

“Water and Health”
(pre-announcement: July. Open: Sept.)

2025
32 M€ 

2024
32 M€ 

“Additional Activities”

Identification of Research gaps, needs

International Cooperation 

Training and capacity buildings, PhD Schemes

Observatories and R&I infrastructures

Platform of solutions for water management    
(including ecosystem restoration)

Open data, open science (knowledge hub, 
open database) with a transdisciplinary approach

Support to SMEs (EU incubator, transfer…)

Water Oriented Living Labs

Min. of 3 countries, max 7 partners, public-private

Water4All activities - 6 annual Joint Transnational Calls (2022-2028)



About the Science -Policy -End-users Interface (Pillar C)



About the Science Policy End-users Interface (Pillar C)
C 1 - Strengthening the science-policy-governance interface



About the Science Policy End-users Interface (Pillar C)
C 4 - Developing Open Science & Open Access to projects' outputs and connected observatories and  Research Infrastructures



The holistic approach of WOLL
initiatives, aiming to address complex
water challenges through multi-
stakeholder engagement, innovation, 
and co-creation.

Demonstrating solution efficiency (Pillar D)
To drive the transition to a Water-Smart Society, Water Europe has developed the Water-Oriented Living Lab (WOLL) concept

Innovative ecosystems that provide a
‘field lab’ to develop, test, and validate a
combination of solutions which
include technologies, their integration as
well as combination with new business
models and innovative policies based on
the value of water.

Real-life, water oriented and 
demo-type environments, with 
a cross-sector nexus approach

founded upon the Quadruple Helix 
principle: a collaborative framework 
involving government, industry, 
academia, and civil society



Demonstrating solution 
efficiency (Pillar D)

Woll's Atlas
https://watereurope.eu/wateroriented-living-labs



About international activities (Pillar E)

▪ International strategy published
▪ Streghtening the collaboration with UNESCO 

(Inter-governemental Hydrologic Programme – IHP)

▪ International conferences
▪ UN Water Conference 2023 
→ Next one in 2026

▪ World Water Forum Bali, 24-28 May 2024
Water4All has contributed to (Topic 6) : “Knowledge and innovation” 

› TCG 6A. Smart Water Management and technological innovation

› TCG 6D. Upscaling of water information systems

▪ High Level Panel Session on “Water Information System”

Support to SMEs to showcase their 
solutions and to learn from others…
To build new international partnerships





Water4All governance

Future Partnerships
Agro-Ecology
Food Systems

OneHealth AMR
…………

DG RTD
REA



Contact us!
Follow us!

Mariachiara.sole@isprambiente.it
Water4All@agencerecherche.fr

https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/

mailto:Mariachiara.sole@isprambiente.it
mailto:Water4All@agencerecherche.fr
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/news
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