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Open (public) data: 
Why it matters for Europe

 The public sector is an important component of the data
ecosystem: key user and producer of data

Untapped business and economic opportunities: data is the new
gold. Between 2016-2020, the direct market size for open data
is expected to increase by 36.9%, to a value of 75.7 bn €

Better governance and citizen empowerment: open data
increases transparency, citizen participation and administrative
efficiency and accountability

Addressing societal challenges: data can enhance sustainability
of health care systems; essential for tackling environmental
challenges

Accelerating scientific progress: e-science essential for meeting
the challenges of the 21st century in scientific discovery and
learning



• 2011

• Communication on Open Data (COM(2011)882) 
• Update of the Commission's decision on re-use (2011/833/EU)

• 2012

• Launch of the EU Institutions Open Data portal

• 2013

• Adoption of the Directive (2013/37/EU) amending the PSI Directive

• 2014

• Commission Communication "Towards a thriving Data-Driven Economy"

• 2014-2020

• Digital Service Infrastructure for Public Open Data
in the Connecting Europe Facility programme

• 2015

• Adoption of the Digital Single Market Strategy
• Launch of the European Data portal

• 2017
• Communication COM(2017)9 of 10/1/2017

Building a European data economy

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0882:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:330:0039:0042:EN:PDF
http://data.europa.eu/euodp
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:175:0001:0008:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ga/ALL/?uri=CELEX:52014DC0442
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/connecting-europe-facility
https://ec.europa.eu/priorities/digital-single-market_en
http://data.europa.eu/europeandataportal
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/document.cfm?doc_id=41205


Access to re-usable Public Sector 
Information (PSI)

 Information produced and collected by the public 
sector can benefit EU citizens and businesses when made 
available as open data

 Directive 2003/98/EC and its revision 2013/37/EU on the re-
use of public sector information

 creation of a genuine right to re-use public information
 new default charging rule based on the marginal cost



Commission Decision 2011/833/EU 

•Reuse of Commission Documents, open to other EU 
institutions

• Establishes the EU institutions open data portal 
http://data.europa.eu/euodp

•Charges for re-use limited to the marginal costs (in 
exceptional cases, not applied to electronic 
products)

http://data.europa.eu/euodp


• Per sfruttare al massimo i dati a vantaggio dell'economia europea, la Commissione intende:

• avviare dialoghi strutturati con gli Stati membri e le parti interessate per discutere sulla 
proporzionalità delle restrizioni alla localizzazione dei dati, puntando anche a raccogliere 
ulteriori elementi concreti sulla natura di queste restrizioni e sul loro impatto sulle imprese, in 
particolare le PMI e le start-up, e le organizzazioni del settore pubblico;

• adottare, se necessario e opportuno, misure di esecuzione e, all'occorrenza, intraprendere 
ulteriori iniziative per ovviare alle restrizioni ingiustificate o sproporzionate in materia di 
localizzazione dei dati.

• La Commissione ha inoltre esaminato le incertezze giuridiche derivanti dalle questioni 
emergenti all'interno dell'economia dei dati e sta valutando le possibili risposte politiche e 
giuridiche sui seguenti aspetti:

• Accesso e trasferimento dei dati un ampio uso dei dati automatici non personali potrebbe 
dar vita nell'UE a grandi innovazioni, start-up e nuovi modelli aziendali all'avanguardia a 
livello mondiale.

• Responsabilità per i prodotti e i servizi basati sui dati. Le norme vigenti dell'UE in 
materia di responsabilità non sono adatte agli attuali prodotti e servizi basati sui dati.

• Portabilità dei dati. Nel contesto attuale può essere difficile garantire la portabilità dei dati 
non personali, ad esempio quando un'impresa intende trasferire notevoli quantitativi di dati 
aziendali da un fornitore di servizi cloud a un altro.

Public consultation on Building the European data economy open until 26/4/2017

Communication COM(2017)9 of 10/1/2017
Building a European data economy

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/European-Data-Economy-Consultation




What do we do?

1. We offer metadata in 24 languages, we visualise, we offer quality checks for 
over 600K datasets 

2. We train a suite of learning experiences in the field of Open Data from 
publishing to the re-using Open Data

3. We showcase Open Data events, Open Data news, Open Data best practices, 
Open Data reports, etc

4. We collect by inviting stakeholders to share their stories, their feedback, 
their portals

5. We convene: meetings, webinars, events to discuss open data best 
practices, challenges and next steps

6. We share our source code and promote open source and re-use of 
components and standards 

“We harvest Open Data made available by all public administrations across Europe.”



www.europeandataportal.eu

+600K metadata sets

34 countries covered

76 catalogues

13 categories to structure metadata

Metadata quality assessments

24 languages for static content and 
metadata

Visualisations & maps applications

A Goldbook for data holders

Training and eLearning material

A library with learning material, re-use 
examples, presentations

Featured highlights & featured data 

Weekly Open Data news

Launched on 16 November 2015 in beta

V2 March 2017

The European Data Portal is a central hub 
providing access to all the information (metadata) 
about the data made accessible throughout 
Europe

http://data.europa.eu/europeandataportal
http://data.europa.eu/europeandataportal


Multiple Learning experiences brought online

A Goldbook for data providers

Open Data in a Nutshell

How to build an Open Data Strategy

Technical preparation & 
implementation 

Putting in place an Open Data lifecycle 

Ensuring and monitoring success 

Step 1: Introduction 
to Open Data  

Step 2: Open Data 
Implementation

Step 3: Technical 
deep dive

Step 4: Where next 
with Open Data?

eLearning Modules Library 

Economic analysis

Landscaping report

Source code 

Use cases

Further training 
material

Country reports

Featured highlights

Training 
Companion

Practicalities to 
run own Open 
Data workshops

Online learning is complemented by tailored support to countries

http://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/goldbook.pdf
http://www.europeandataportal.eu/en/content/providing-data/open-
data-goldbook

http://www.europeandataportal.eu/en/cont
ent/training-library/elearning

http://www.europeandataportal.eu/e
n/content/training-library/library
http://www.europeandataportal.eu/e
n/content/training-library/training-
companion

http://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/goldbook.pdf
http://www.europeandataportal.eu/en/content/providing-data/open-data-goldbook
http://www.europeandataportal.eu/en/content/training-library/elearning
http://www.europeandataportal.eu/en/content/training-library/library
http://www.europeandataportal.eu/en/content/training-library/training-companion


A Training companion to guide anyone interested in running their own 
session on Open Data 

http://www.europeandataportal.eu/en/content/training-library/training-companion



Factsheets - Information on specific topics regarding Open Data portals

Controlled vocabularies: Learn what controlled vocabularies are and how to use them

Data formats: Common data formats Open Data 

DCAT-AP: Information on the DCAT application profile for data portals in Europe

Short overview of CKAN: Short overview of CKAN

Short overview of licences: Introduction to licences for Open Data 

The EDP harvester: Detailed information on how to be harvested by the European Data 
Portal 

http://www.europeandataportal.eu/en/content/training-library/library/edp-
reports



The European Data Portal also aims at fostering the reuse of public data 
resources

Market 
Size

Jobs 
Create
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Cost 
Savings

Efficienc
y Gains

Metrics to measure economic 
impact

Economic Benefits of Open Data Community Engagement

Reports to drive understanding and reuse

Topic 4: Open Data and Privacy (May 2016)

https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_analytical_re
port_n1__digital_transformation.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_analytical_re
port_n2_-_e-skills.pdf 

https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/de
fault/files/edp_creating_value_through_open
_data_0.pdf

https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_creating_value_through_open_data_0.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_creating_value_through_open_data_0.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_analytical_report_n2_-_e-skills.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_analytical_report_n2_-_e-skills.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_analytical_report_n1_-_digital_transformation.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_analytical_report_n1_-_digital_transformation.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_analytical_report_n1_-_digital_transformation.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_analytical_report_n2_-_e-skills.pdf
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_creating_value_through_open_data_0.pdf






Broader Communication Channels
• The Portal is used as main communication source and 

includes
• Latest News

• Featured highlights

• Featured Data

• Email newsletters

• Surveys

• Several other communication channels are used to 
promote the above

• Social media to increase the visibility of the communication:

– Twitter https://twitter.com/EU_DataPortal

– Facebook https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanDataPortal

– Google+ https://plus.google.com/103679408419810180085/about

– Linkedin https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8428984

• Physical participation in relevant events and workshops to 
promote the Portal.

Articles by or on external sites

– Blogs

– Publications

• Brochures and factsheet summarizing main goals, approach 
and findings, conclusions and recommendations

https://twitter.com/EU_DataPortal
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanDataPortal
https://plus.google.com/103679408419810180085/about
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8428984

