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The European Strategy on cancer

Walter Ricciardi – Chair of the Mission Board on Cancer
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« Mission » concept 
2018
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The Mission-oriented
research and innovation approach

« Missions provide a solution, an 

opportunity, and an approach to 

address the numerous challenges  that

people face in their daily lives ». 

Professor Mariana Mazzucato
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« Mission » concept 

Commissioner Moedas and Professor Mazzucato

2019
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Goals of Missions

• to give direction to European research and 

innovation in solving society’s pressing 

challenges and produce tangible results

• to involve citizens and stakeholders more closely 

in setting research priorities, but not only,  which 

will lead to equal access for everyone in Europe 

to the best of European innovation & research, 

resources, and global know-how
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The Mission Board for Cancer

high-level independent experts (15)

• research, academia, and medicine 

• patient associations and NGOs

• industry and innovation

• international agencies

Assembly (26 experts) 

▪ sounding board

▪ additional ideas 

▪ Broad know-how 

▪ citizen engagement

▪ Cancer organisations & stakeholders

Walter Ricciardi
Professor of Hygiene and 
Public Health at the 
Catholic University of the 
Sacred Heart in Rome

Chair

Christine 

Chomienne
Professor of Cellular Biology 
at the Université Paris 
Diderot, Paris

Vice-Chair

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/members-mission-board-cancer_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/members-mission-assembly-cancer_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/members-mission-board-cancer_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/members-mission-assembly-cancer_en
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• Italy*

• Latvia

• Lithuania*

• Luxembourg*

• Malta*

• Netherlands*

• Poland*

• Portugal*

• Romania*

• Slovakia*

• Slovenia*

• Spain*

• Sweden*

• Austria*

• Belgium*

• Bulgaria*

• Croatia*

• Cy prus*

• Czech Republic*

• Denmark*

• Estonia*

• Finland*

• France*

• Germany

• Greece*

• Hungary *

• Ireland*

missions-get-involved.ec.europa.eu

• Meeting with Ministry of Research, Health, 

Economics or Education

• Citizen engagement (citzens, patients and 

caregivers) on outline and/or several 

recommendations

• Meeting nat’l and EU stakeholders all 

sectors

• Support from Assembly members if 

deemed useful

• Take into account written/published input 

from range of stakeholders all sectors

- citizen engagement events in nat’l language

- stakeholder events in nat’l language or English

- 2 EU-wide Focus Groups. in English

Citizen engagement Board as ‘Ambassadors

EU-Missions

Citizen engagement and ambassador activities

more than 100 meetings

Work of the Mission Board



9

Rapporteur BECA 

European Beating Plan Cancer Plan

Véronique Trillet-Lenoir
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Reports of the 5 Missions

Sept 2020

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-

/publication/d0235612-b68a-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/d0235612-b68a-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/d0235612-b68a-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/implementation-plans-eu-missions_en

Launch of the 5 Missions 
Implementation Plans

29 September 2021

Green light for the 5 Missions

September2021

€1.9 billion until 2023.
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13 patient/citizen centered
recommendations for bold actions

5 intervention areas to reach
The Cancer Mission target
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13 Bold recommendations for bold actions

• « With ERNs »

• « Rare Cancers »

• « Model of ERNs »

• « Link with ERNs »

• « Cross border »

• « Network «
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Summary cancer portfolio Horizon 2020 (1)

EU contribution across programmes 
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Summary cancer portfolio Horizon 2020 (2)
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Summary cancer portfolio Horizon 2020 (3)
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Summary cancer portfolio Horizon 2020 (4)



2020

Summary cancer portfolio Horizon 2020 (5)

EU contribution regions      Connections between beneficiaries
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2.  CIs in Widening countries to become accredited CCIs

1. Blue print of the 
CCI Network

CSA to define
Goals 
Sustainability
Governance
CCI map
Criteria

Capacity support & capacity building actions
to guide the development of:

4. EU-wide CCI network

3.  National CCI networks

➢ Enhanced  research & innovation 
➢ Enhanced  implementation of research 

findings in high-quality clinical care, 
professional training and citizen/patient 
education 

>  high-quality data registries and mission 
data infrastructures (ECPDC, UNCAN.eu) 
across all MS

Participation of CCIs (networks or ambitious twinnings) in 
Mission Cancer R&I, Training, Capacity building, Communication Actions 

Sustainable networking 
of CCIs

=
Commitment to achieve 

best practices in care, 
research

& training in all MS
=

Equal access to up-to-
date high-quality  

innovative prevention, 
diagnostics, treatment, 

and care to improve QoL)

Network of Comprehensive Cancer Infrastructures
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European Cancer Patient Digital Centre

National portal to access and exchange data

Data collection on patient-reported 
outcomes (PRO) on and data and ability to 

share these data  - via a smart card - with 
Family and relatives, Health professionals, 

Researchers

Empowering patients in co-decision on 
their care, including participation in 

research - enable them to enforce their rights, 

increase confidence in sharing their data for cancer 

research, innovation and policy development

Information and support for cancer 
patients, survivors and their families on: 

Prevention, diagnosis, treatment guidelines, 

treatment side-effects, access to cross-border 

health care, psychosocial and legal support

Access for patient and survivors to 
his/her own clinical data and ability to 

share these data  - via a smart card - with: 
Family and relatives, Health professionals, 

Researchers

European Cancer Patient Digital Centre – concept
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Work of the Mission Board
Advise on the Implementation of Mission Actions May 2021

In synergy with the Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan

Prevention

Early 
detection

Diagnosis & 
treatment

Quality of life for 
patients and 

survivors

DG SantéDG RTD

M Gabriel
S Kyriakides
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Thanks for your attention
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